0 the Members of the Scientific Jury,
Burgas Free University, Center for Legal Sciences
OPINION

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander Angelov Ivanov, Lecturer in Contract Law at Burgas Free
University

Dear Members of the Scientific Jury,

By Order No. UMO — 34 of 10.10.2025 of the Rector of Burgas Free University, | was
appointed as an internal member of the scientific jury for the defense procedure of Martin
Nikolov Strandzhanski, a part-time doctoral student in the scientific specialty "Civil
Procedure” — code 3.6 from the Classifier of Higher Education Fields and Professional
Direction Law (Civil Procedure). In this capacity, | present to the jury my opinion on the
doctoral student's dissertation.

I. Administrative Information on the Doctoral Student

Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski is enrolled as a doctoral student in a part-time form of study at
the Center for Legal Sciences at Burgas Free University. Prior to this, he graduated with a
higher legal education from Burgas Free University in 2008. He has served as a legal counsel
in several commercial companies. In the period 2018 — 2025, he participated in scientific
conferences at BSU, where he presented papers and published articles in BSU's scientific
journals.

The subject of this opinion is primarily the dissertation submitted for defense.

I1. Notes on the Dissertation titled "*Assistance and Control by the State Court
in Arbitration Proceedings"

The work consists of an introduction and three chapters, as well as a bibliography. The total
volume of the dissertation is 324 pages. The literature used includes 29 titles in Bulgarian and
34 titles in English, as well as 36 internet sources. The accumulated Bulgarian case law on
the topic is subjected to critical analysis. Based on this analysis, de lege ferenda proposals
have been made.

The Introduction is dedicated to the subject, object, goals, and tasks of the research. The
methods of scientific research are indicated, and the topicality and significance of the theme
are emphasized.

Chapter One presents a historical and legal study of arbitration and its interaction with the
state. The development of arbitration during antiquity, the Middle Ages, and the modern era
is traced in six points.

Chapter Two is dedicated to the assistance and control by the state court in arbitration
proceedings. The necessity of assistance and control is substantiated. Separately, the grounds
for assistance and the grounds for control by the state court are analyzed. Mixed forms of



assistance and control are also reviewed. The issue of control by administrative bodies in
arbitration proceedings is discussed. A systematization of the functions of assistance and
control has been performed.

Chapter Three provides the general conclusions of the research. The scientific novelty and
practical significance of the study are emphasized. Recommendations for legislative
amendments are substantiated.

The submitted work is dedicated to a topic that has significant theoretical and practical
importance. In theoretical terms, it is significant that the work is the first monographic study
on the participation of the state through the state court and administrative bodies in arbitration
proceedings. This subject matter is connected with issues whose clarification requires
excellent knowledge not only of civil procedural theory but also of the theory of
administrative law. The doctoral student has coped with this challenge, demonstrating the
necessary scientific diligence. The work is well-structured and written in clear and precise
legal language. The historical method of research is widely applied, which enriches the
scientific work. The critical analysis to which the case law has been subjected is of a
contributory nature. Ideas for de lege ferenda proposals can be drawn from it, as well as from
the comparative legal analysis. For the first time, the issues concerning state control in
arbitration proceedings through its administrative bodies, in the person of the Ministry of
Justice, are subject to research. Some of the arguments supporting the de lege ferenda
proposals are of a contributory nature — regarding the amendments to Art. 19 of the Civil
Procedure Code and Art. 47 of the International Mediation and Arbitration Act (IMTA).

Critical Remarks:

The dissertation could be supplemented by taking into account research in the field of
Consumer Law. The work could be improved in the part concerning the types of legal norms
in arbitration.

I11. Conclusion:

The dissertation meets all the requirements of the applicable legal framework, including the
Rules for the Development of Academic Staff at BSU. It contains scientific and scientific-
applied contributions and undoubtedly proves that the doctoral student Martin Nikolov
Strandzhanski possesses profound theoretical knowledge in the field of civil procedural law
and a clearly expressed ability for independent scientific research.

Based on the above, | give my entirely positive assessment of the presented work and
recommend to the scientific jury to award Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski the educational and
scientific degree of "Doctor™ in Civil Procedure.

Blagoevgrad, 10.12.2025

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alexander lvanov



