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DEAR MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY,
I. General Presentation of the Procedure and the Doctoral Candidate

By Order No. UMO 34 of October 10, 2025, of Prof. Milen Baltov, PhD - Rector of Burgas
Free University (BFU), | have been appointed as a member of the Scientific Jury to oversee
the procedure for the defense of a dissertation thesis on the topic "ASSISTANCE AND
CONTROL BY THE STATE COURT IN ARBITRATION PROCEEDINGS" for the
acquisition of the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor" in the field of higher education:
3. "Social, Economic and Legal Sciences", professional field: 3.6. "Law", doctoral program:
"Civil Procedure™. The author of the dissertation thesis is Mr. Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski —
a doctoral candidate for individual preparation at the Center for Legal Sciences at BFU, with
scientific supervisor Prof. Silvi Vasilev Chernev, PhD, from the higher education institution -
Center for Legal Sciences (CLS) at Burgas Free University and the Faculty of Law at Plovdiv
University "Paisii Hilendarski", a lawyer and arbitrator. Doctoral candidate Martin Nikolov
Strandzhanski graduated in **Law’ from the Center for Legal Sciences at Burgas Free
University. Since 2017, he has been a part-time doctoral student at the CLS at BFU, and after
fulfilling the regulatory requirements, he has been dismissed with the right to defense.

His professional life is inextricably linked to the performance of activities and the active use
of his legal education, gradually upgrading and accumulating invaluable life experience, taking
advantage of opportunities for expression and acquisition of new knowledge, skills, and
abilities. After graduating from BFU, he held the position of legal consultant and office
coordinator in a commercial company. In the following years, he co-founded a company active
in the real estate sector, actively supported the work of RIEW-Burgas with legal consultations,
undertook commitments in a law firm, and also consulted a number of commercial companies
as a legal consultant. He was a member of the Municipal Election Commission in the town of
Kameno, Burgas region, actively assisting in the legality of the activities during local and
presidential elections. He uses the English language, which is a prerequisite for active access
to literary sources, as well as an opportunity to communicate with colleagues on an
international scale, including enriching his own professional knowledge in the field of his
interest. The set of materials presented by Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski on paper and
electronic media is in compliance with the applicable regulations in the field, including the
relevant Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at BFU, and contains the
required documents. In addition to the dissertation thesis and abstract, the doctoral candidate



has highlighted 6 (six) publications - scientific reports and articles, on or in connection with
the chosen topic.

I1. Relevance of the Topic

The developed dissertation thesis on the topic "*Assistance and Control by the State Court
in Arbitration Proceedings™ is dedicated to essential legal issues in educational and
scientific-applied aspects. The interaction and functional connection between the state court
and arbitration within the framework of civil procedure law are investigated in depth. The
chosen topic is consistent with the professional development of the doctoral candidate, as well
as with the exceptional erudition and rich practical experience of the scientific supervisor, Prof.
Silvi Chernev, PhD, including his long-standing role as Chairman of the most authoritative
arbitration institution in the country - the Court of Arbitration at the Bulgarian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

I11. Knowledge of the Problem

The doctoral candidate demonstrates a good knowledge of the essence of the investigated issues
- legislative regulation and doctrine, combined with the use of and reference to the accumulated
rich judicial and arbitration practice. The ability for careful use of literary sources, creative
commentary, and analysis of the questions raised in the field is shown.

V. Research Methodology

The chosen research methodology, including general and special scientific research methods —
dialectical and deductive methods, combined with a critical-analytical approach, as well as
legal-dogmatic, historical, and comparative-legal analysis, and also various legal techniques,
contribute to a more in-depth examination of the questions raised in the field. The topic allows
for wide use of the accumulated judicial and arbitration practice, with a view to achieving the
set goal and obtaining an adequate answer to the tasks solved in the dissertation thesis, and also
contributes to its undeniable practical focus and interest for practicing lawyers.

V. Characterization and Evaluation of the Dissertation Thesis

The dissertation thesis, bearing the characteristics of a monographic work, is in the volume of
324 standard pages. The content of the scientific work is structured into an introduction and
three chapters, subdivided into three paragraphs, twenty-two points, and twenty-eight sub-
points. 63 literary sources are cited — 29 titles in Bulgarian, and respectively thirty-four in
English. The exposition includes references to acts from judicial practice, and in the review,
these are summarized, as well as a list of used internet sources. De lege ferenda proposals
have been made at the relevant places in the scientific work. The language and means of
expression used are appropriate for a scientific work of this scale.

e Chapter One is dedicated to a historical-legal study on the emergence and
development of arbitration — from antiquity to the present day, as well as in the search
for interaction, including activities of assistance and control by the state in arbitration
proceedings.

« The following Chapter Two is essential with respect to the investigated topic in the
dissertation thesis. An attempt has been made to derive a definition of arbitration,
including its classification by types. The necessity for assistance and control by the state



court over the activity of arbitration is sought and substantiated. The regulatory
framework, the main principles, and the essential content of the assistance and control
of the state court in arbitration proceedings are presented. In the exposition, we
encounter an analysis of the legal regulation — domestic and supranational, including in
a comparative aspect. Essential problems are thoughtfully brought to the reader's
attention, and a number of interesting hypotheses are well substantiated.

o The final Chapter Three is the conclusion of the scientific work, including general
conclusions and a summary in its content. A number of interesting research proposals
and de lege ferenda recommendations have been made, related to the author's views
on the need to improve the legislative regulation governing the matter of arbitration.

V1. Contributions and Significance of the Work for Science and Practice

The developed dissertation thesis has a monographic focus. In it, the doctoral candidate delves
deeply and reaches essential conclusions regarding the investigated matter, dedicated to the
assistance and control by the state court in arbitration proceedings. The issues are examined in
an intriguing way, both the development in historical aspect and in functional
interconnectedness.

In general, the innovative, scientific contributions highlighted by the doctoral candidate can be
summarized as follows:

1. The scientific work represents the first comprehensive study of the issues related to
the interaction and participation of the state through the state court and its
administrative bodies in arbitration proceedings.

2. The view on the genesis and historical development of arbitration — from antiquity
to the present day, as well as the participation and influence of the state and its bodies
on arbitration proceedings, as an expression of private administration of justice, is
extensive.

3. The research related to the state's control over arbitration proceedings through its
administrative bodies, and more specifically the Ministry of Justice, is innovative.

4. A number of definitions of essential concepts related to the investigated matter are
derived in the scientific work, which can be useful in themselves, including with a view
to future research works, on or in connection with the topic of the dissertation.

5. The functional interconnectedness and conditionality in the activities of assistance
- on the one hand, and control - on the other hand, of the state court in arbitration
proceedings are extensively investigated, and their characteristic features, as well as
specific, mixed forms of interaction, are clearly outlined.

6. A number of interesting and attention-worthy proposals for legislative changes are
given de lege ferenda.

In accordance with the achieved scientific achievements, the results of the dissertation thesis
could be useful in a number of directions - improvement of the current legal regulation,
enhancement and harmonization of court practice, in the process of training law students, as
well as in the daily work of all practicing lawyers in the relevant field. Last but not least is the
possibility of using the achievements of the scientific work by representatives of other
professions who touch upon the investigated issues, namely - historians, political scientists,
sociologists, etc.

VII. Assessment of Publications and Personal Contribution of the Doctoral Candidate



In connection with the topic developed by the doctoral candidate, 6 (six) scientific
publications have also been presented, including published reports from scientific forums,
which are the result of long-standing and fruitful professional efforts. They are published,
presented, and exclusively related to the activities of BFU, reflecting achievements and
scientific results of the dissertation thesis, and are further developed in the present work.

VIII. Abstract

The content and quality of the submitted abstract are in compliance with the requirements, and
in essence, they reliably reflect the main results achieved by the doctoral candidate in the
process of scientifically writing the dissertation thesis.

IX. Recommendations for Future Use of the Dissertation Contributions and Results

Of course, a number of useful notes can be made regarding the dissertation thesis, which do
not essentially affect the scientific research, and with a view to the doctoral candidate's
possibility to consider them in his future professional development, | could mention:

The dissertation thesis, it seems, could have been structured even better, including being
refined and balanced, in line with good practices for this type of scientific work, which would
only add extra value to the creation. In fact, a considerable part of the content of the scientific
work goes beyond the essential issues in the investigated field, leaving us with a feeling of
certain incompleteness, legal uncertainty, and imbalance regarding the legal side of the
dissertation's topic. Some of the conclusions drawn can undoubtedly be questioned, but
regardless of this, the author's thoughts and conclusions, including a number of de lege ferenda
proposals, deserve increased interest, as they are substantiated and tolerantly presented. In
fact, with further and more complete refinement of the specialized terminology and legal
language used, the scientific contributions will be enriched, and the creative work and
satisfaction with the achieved results could only gain. A limited number of literary sources are
used — including in terms of authors (even the scientific supervisor Prof. Silvi Chernev, PhD,
is absent), especially concerning essential legal topics, more or less related to the content of
the doctoral work. Some superfluous expressions have been allowed, which are probably the
result more of technical omissions and oversights, amidst the haste and completion of the work
in the somewhat inevitable final "mess" associated with the final preparation for the defense of
the scientific work.

CONCLUSION

The dissertation thesis contains scientific, scientific-applied, and applied results that represent
an original contribution to science and comply with all requirements of the Act on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), the Regulations
for the Implementation of the ZRASRB, and the relevant Regulations of BFU. The dissertation
thesis shows that doctoral candidate Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski possesses in-depth
educational preparation, theoretical knowledge, and professional skills in the scientific
specialty Civil Procedure, and demonstrates qualities and skills for independently
conducting scientific research, as well as potential for creative development and professional
self-improvement.

Therefore, | give my positive evaluation for the conducted research, presented by the reviewed
dissertation thesis, abstract, achieved results, and contributions, and | propose to the esteemed



Scientific Jury to award the educational and scientific degree of 'Doctor’ to Martin
Nikolov Strandzhanski in the field of higher education: 3. "Social, Economic and Legal
Sciences", professional field: 3.6. "Law", doctoral program: "Civil Procedure".

December 10, 2025 Prepared the Statement: ...........cccoeoeveneninenineeecee e Assoc. Prof.
Georgi GANCHEV, PhD, EMBL-HSG



