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P O S I T I O N   S T A T E M E N T 

from Associate Professor Krasimir Stoyanov Koev, PhD, regarding the dissertation thesis of 

Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski on the topic “Assistance and Control by the State Court in 

Arbitration Proceedings” for obtaining the Educational and Scientific Degree of "Doctor" in 

Civil Procedure (scientific field 3.6 Law)  

The dissertation thesis was discussed and admitted for public defense at a meeting of the 

Program Council on Private Law at the Center for Legal Sciences at Burgas Free University, 

held on 04.09.2025. 

The doctoral student is registered for individual preparation at the Center for Legal Sciences at 

Burgas Free University. The research for the dissertation thesis was conducted independently 

and at Burgas Free University. The dissertation thesis is accompanied by a declaration of 

originality and authenticity, signed by the doctoral student. 

 

DEAR MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY,  

This statement is prepared with a view to the defense of the dissertation thesis for the 

acquisition of the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor" in professional field 3.6. "Law" 

(Civil Procedure) by Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski, a part-time doctoral student at the Center 

for Legal Sciences at Burgas Free University. 

The procedure was initiated based on the relevant texts of the Act on the Development of the 

Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB), the Regulations for the 

Implementation of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff of the Republic of 

Bulgaria (PPZRASADRB) and the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at 

BFU, as well as in accordance with the decision of the Program Council of the Center for Legal 

Sciences at BFU (Protocol 04.09.2025). The submitted documents comply with the 

requirements of the ZRASRB, PPZRASRB, and the Regulations for the Development of the 

Academic Staff at BFU. The procedure is being carried out under the terms of par. 40 of the 

Transitional and Final Provisions to the Act for Amendment and Supplementation of the 

ZRASRB (State Gazette, issue 30/2018) and has been correctly followed. 

 

I.  

Information about the Doctoral Candidate  

The doctoral candidate, Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski, was a part-time doctoral student in 

Civil Procedure at the Center for Legal Sciences of Burgas Free University with Prof. Silvi 



Chernev, PhD, as his supervisor. He has been dismissed with the right to defense. Martin 

Nikolov Strandzhanski completed his higher legal education at BFU, Burgas. He has worked 

as a lawyer, as a legal consultant in a number of commercial companies, and has been a member 

of a municipal election commission. The doctoral student has experience in the field of civil 

and administrative law, as well as the necessary practical knowledge, which contributes to a 

good scientific development. The doctoral student has publications in various legal journals on 

the topic of the dissertation. For the purpose of this statement, the dissertation thesis will 

primarily be subjected to analysis. It is evident from the above information that the doctoral 

candidate has significant practical experience in law enforcement. This experience has had a 

serious impact on the developed dissertation thesis. There is an overlap between the area of his 

scientific research and the area in which he practices. The doctoral student meets the minimum 

national requirements for obtaining the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor," which is 

evident from the appended information. 

 

II.  

General Characteristics of the Submitted Dissertation Thesis  

The submitted dissertation has a total volume of 324 (three hundred and twenty-four) pages. 

209 (two hundred and nine) footnotes have been made. The bibliography includes 29 titles 

in Bulgarian, 34 titles in Latin script, as well as 36 sources available in the internet space. 

The dissertation thesis is organized into an Introduction; three chapters with a conclusion, 

and also contains a detailed bibliography, a list of abbreviations used, as well as a set of de lege 

ferenda proposals, where the main results of the research and the doctoral candidate's 

suggestions for improving Bulgarian legislation are outlined and systematized for clarity. The 

literature used is also listed at the end. The abstract reflects the main scientific and scientific-

applied contributions. 

The dissertation thesis represents a detailed analysis of the assistance and control of the state 

court in arbitration proceedings under the currently effective Civil Procedure Code and is the 

first detailed monographic scientific study in Bulgarian legal literature. It can be 

characterized as current and timely, and the research utilized a significant volume and content 

of judicial practice. The subject of the research in the submitted dissertation thesis is clearly 

outlined by the doctoral candidate already in the introduction – the assistance and control by 

the state court in arbitration proceedings. The research itself is in-depth and is characterized 

by a wealth of hypotheses considered. The exposition as a whole is correctly structured and 

the individual parts are relatively well-balanced. The language is understandable and 

readable, especially considering the specific procedural matter, while simultaneously showing 

that the doctoral candidate has a high level of command of the subject. His theses are logically 

and thoroughly argued. All available practice of the Supreme Court of Cassation (SCC), related 

to the problems researched by the doctoral candidate, has been analyzed. The legal analysis is 

skillfully used by the doctoral candidate to point out the shortcomings of the Bulgarian legal 

regulation and, accordingly, to support his proposals for the improvement of legislation. 

 Chapter One examines the emergence and development of arbitration as an alternative 

method for resolving private law disputes between parties in a legal-historical aspect. 

The research begins with Ancient Israel, the Hebrew Kingdom, Hellas, Rome, the 

Middle Ages, the Renaissance, and up to the 20th century. The research on the 



beginnings of arbitration in the Bulgarian lands during the Ottoman rule (18th century) 

is also of interest. 

 Chapter Two (the core of the dissertation thesis) examines in detail the assistance and 

control of the state court in arbitration proceedings, emphasizing the need for state 

intervention, the legal grounds for this, and the sources regulating the functions of 

assistance and control. The doctoral candidate's views on the administrative control 

over the acts of the arbitration court are of interest. The functions of assistance and 

control of the state court are outlined and distinguished in the regulatory framework, 

along with a detailed comparative legal analysis. 

 Chapter Three presents the general conclusions from the research. The scientific 

novelty and practical significance of the research are highlighted. Recommendations 

for legislative changes are substantiated. This part of the research is particularly 

interesting and valuable and establishes a number of scientific contributions. A 

significant part of the author's theses in the chapter are logically and normatively 

substantiated. In essence, this concluding part summarizes the author's main 

conclusions and theses. This is also a systematization of the scientific and scientific-

applied results (conclusions). 

 

III.  

Positive Characteristics of the Submitted Work  

1. The choice of topic is successful primarily due to the widespread use and significance 

of the issues in connection with succession in civil procedure. It should be noted that 

the issues have controversial or at least unclear aspects. 

2. The development reveals the doctoral candidate's in-depth knowledge of civil and civil 

procedure law, as well as tangential topics from the field of civil law in general – for 

example, inheritance and obligation law. 

3. The doctoral candidate has extensively and thoroughly researched all aspects of this 

legal institution, which poses many problems and is often contradictorily illuminated 

by theory. 

4. The entire available judicial practice is widely used in the work. 

5. The language is generally clear and accurate. The scientific apparatus includes a large 

number of works in Bulgarian, as well as foreign titles, and numerous sources available 

in the internet space. 

6. Overall, the work is well-structured and balanced (with some exceptions), a wide 

range of issues are covered, and the exposition is consistent and logical. 

7. The dissertation thesis reveals a number of scientific and scientific-applied results 

that can be defined as contributions to the development of legal science in Bulgaria. 

Some of the arguments supporting the de lege ferenda proposals – regarding the 

amendments to Art. 19 of the Civil Procedure Code and Art. 47 of the International 

Commercial Arbitration Act (MTA) – are of a contributory nature. 

 

IV.  

Some Notes and Recommendations  



Some notes can be made regarding the work submitted for review, which should be perceived 

more as recommendations rather than weaknesses: 

1. From a structural point of view, the Comparative Legal Analysis in the first chapter 

is unnecessarily large, which somewhat goes beyond the scope of the specific 

research. States and legislations where arbitration as a form of alternative dispute 

resolution was absent are unjustifiably broadly covered. 

2. I recommend that the author reconsider his view on amending Art. 11, par. 2 of the 

Arbitration Act – concerning a stateless physical person being an arbitrator. 

 

V.  

CONCLUSION  

In view of the above, the conclusion is drawn that the submitted dissertation thesis complies 

with the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic 

of Bulgaria, the Regulations for the implementation of this act, and the special requirements of 

the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at BFU. 

The dissertation thesis contains a number of scientific contributions useful for practice and 

for potential improvement of legislation, and also demonstrates that Martin Nikolov 

Strandzhanski possesses theoretical knowledge in the field of civil procedure and the 

ability for independent scientific research. 

All of this gives me reason to give a positive evaluation of the quality of the reviewed work 

and the doctoral candidate, and to propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury to award the 

educational and scientific degree of "Doctor" in professional field 3.6. "Law" (Civil 

Procedure) to Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski – a part-time doctoral student at the Center for 

Legal Sciences at BFU. 

 

Burgas 09.12.2025 | Prepared the statement: | | Assoc. Prof. Krasimir Koev, PhD  

 


