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DEAR MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY, 

 

 This opinion has been prepared with a view to the defense of a dissertation for the 

acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in professional field 3.6. "Law" 

(Civil Procedure ) of Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva , a full-time doctoral student at the Center 

for Legal Sciences at Burgas Free University. 

The procedure was initiated on the basis of the relevant texts of the Act on the 

Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADSRB), the Regulations for 

the Implementation of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of 

Bulgaria (PPZRADRB) and the Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at 

BFU, as well as in accordance with a decision of the Program Council of the Central Academic 

Service of BFU (Protocol of 28.01.2026) . 

The submitted documents comply with the requirements of the ADSRB, PPZRADRB 

and RDAS in BFU. 

The procedure is carried out under the conditions of paragraph 40 of the Transitional 

and Final Provisions to Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of 

Bulgaria (SN, issue 30/2018 ) and has been correctly complied with. 

 

 

I. Information about the dissertation candidate. 

The doctoral candidate Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva was a full-time doctoral student 

in Civil Procedure at the Center for Legal Sciences of the Burgas Free University with scientific 

supervisor Prof. Dr. Silvi Chernev. She was discharged with the right to defend her thesis.  

Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva graduated from Sofia University of Law "St. Kliment 

Ohridski", Sofia. She worked as an assistant to a notary, as a legal consultant , and is currently 



a judicial assistant in Regional Court - Burgas. The doctoral candidate has experience in the 

field of civil and administrative law, as well as the necessary practical knowledge in civil 

procedure, which also determine a good scientific work. The doctoral candidate has 

participated in a number of seminars and conferences, including under the international 

Erasmus program. The doctoral candidate has publications in various legal publications on the 

topic of the dissertation. For the purpose of this opinion, the dissertation work will be analyzed 

first of all. 

It is evident from the above reference that the doctoral candidate has significant 

practical experience in law enforcement. This experience has had a significant impact on the 

developed dissertation. There is a coincidence between the field of her scientific research and 

the field in which she practices. 

Doctoral student Teodora Deneva meets the minimum national requirements for 

acquiring the educational and scientific degree "doctor", which is evident from the attached 

certificate. 

 

II . General characteristics of the presented dissertation . 

The presented dissertation has a total volume of 383 ( three hundred and eighty-three ) 

pages. There are 855 ( eight hundred and fifty-five ) footnotes. The bibliography includes 180 

titles in Bulgarian, English and German, as well as 18 sources available on the Internet. The 

dissertation work is organized into a title page; introduction; three chapters, divided into points 

and subpoints, and a conclusion. Also included are a table of contents, a list of abbreviations 

used, a bibliographic reference, used case law and other sources, and contains a detailed 

bibliography, a list of abbreviations used, as well as a set of proposals de lege ferenda, the latter 

of which presents and systematizes for clarity the main results of the research and the 

dissertationist's proposals for improving Bulgarian legislation. The abstract reflects the main 

scientific and applied scientific contributions. 

The dissertation is a detailed analysis of the controversial judicial administration of civil 

legal relations and, under the current Civil Procedure Code, is the first detailed monographic 

scientific study in Bulgarian legal literature. It can be characterized as current and timely, as 

the study also uses a significant amount of case law (193 court decisions and orders). 

 The subject of the research in the submitted dissertation is clearly outlined in the 

introduction – the controversial judicial administration of civil legal relations. The research 

itself is in-depth and is distinguished by the wealth of hypotheses examined. The presentation 

as a whole is properly organized as a structure and the individual parts are relatively well 

balanced. The language is understandable and readable, especially in view of the specific 

procedural matter, while at the same time showing that the dissertationist has a high level of 

command of the same. The theses supported by him are logical and thoroughly argued. The 

entire available practice of the Supreme Court/Supreme Court of Justice related to the problems 

studied by the dissertationist has been analyzed. The legal analysis has been skillfully used by 

the dissertationist to highlight the shortcomings of the Bulgarian legal framework and, 

accordingly, to support his proposals for improving the legislation. 

In the First Chapter are considered questions related to us the essence of proceedings 

on contentious judicial administration of civil relations, a working definition is proposed, a 

brief overview of the historical development of the Bulgarian regulatory framework is made, 

the procedural characteristics of proceedings on contentious judicial administration of civil 

relations are also deduced and a comparison is made with other proceedings. In this sense, the 

analysis and comparisons already constitute a scientific contribution and will undoubtedly be 

of interest to specialists in this field. 



In the Second Chapter with is examined thoroughly proceedings under contentious 

court administration for resolving disputes in family law relations. Considerable attention is 

paid to the clarification of the best interests of the child, the concept of "the best interests of 

the child", which are examined in a number of aspects. The proceedings under various texts of 

the Family Code , the interim measures issued in the divorce proceedings by claim order are 

systematically discussed. In the study of each of the targeted proceedings, a brief historical and 

comparative legal review of the regulation on the relevant issue, the scope of the proceedings, 

the procedural prerequisites, the competent authority, the features valid for the court's 

assessment with a view to issuing the act, the legal nature of the act and its consequences is 

also examined. The issue of the specifics in connection with the distribution of costs in 

proceedings for contentious court administration under the Family Code is also examined. The 

study and in this one part is relatively good structured and balanced. 

Chapter Three also examines and analyzes other proceedings on contentious judicial 

administration of civil relations - proceedings under the Protection from Domestic Violence 

Act, proceedings under Art. 32, para. 2 of the Property Law, proceedings for Art. 299, para. 2, 

Art. 300, para. 2 and Art. 307 of the Commercial Law , the measures for temporary and final 

protection of the damaged interest, decreed by the court, in the proceedings on collective claims 

– Art. 385 of the Civil Procedure Code . Here too, the systematics of discussing the main issues 

is used – historical and comparative-legal review of the regulation, procedural prerequisites 

and features of the proceedings, features of the acts issued by the Court . It is this part of the 

study that is particularly interesting and valuable and it establishes a number of scientific 

contributions. A significant part of the author's theses in the chapter are logically and 

normatively justified. 

The final part essentially summarizes the main conclusions and those of the author. This is 

also a systematization of the scientific and scientific-applied results ( conclusions ) , and de 

lege ferenda proposals are made for improving the regulatory framework. 

 

 

III . Positive characteristics of the presented work 

1. The choice of the topic is successful primarily due to the widespread use and 

importance of the issue in connection with the controversial judicial administration of civil 

relations. It should be borne in mind that the issue itself is contradictory or at least has some 

unclear points, which the dissertation attempts to systematize and clarify. 

2. The dissertation reveals the candidate's in-depth knowledge of civil and civil 

procedural law, as well as related topics in the field of civil law in general - for example, 

inheritance law , family law , contract law and commercial law . 

3. The dissertation candidate has extensively and in detail researched all aspects of this 

legal institution, which poses numerous problems and is often illuminated by theory in a 

contradictory manner. 

4. The work has extensively used all available case law. 

5. The language is clear and precise. The scientific apparatus includes a large number 

of works in Bulgarian ( 162), as well as foreign titles (18), as well as 19 sources available on 

the Internet. 

6. Overall, the work is well structured and balanced (with some exceptions), a wide 

range of issues are covered, and the presentation is consistent and logical. 

7. The dissertation reveals a number of scientific and scientifically applied results, 

which can be defined as contributions to the development of legal science in our country. The 

more important ones, in my opinion, are: 



7.1 The proposal for a working definition of the concept of contentious judicial 

administration of civil relations is of a constructive nature. 

"best interests of the child" , "international child abduction", domestic violence, etc. , 

deserve support and clarification . 
for a delege ferenda can also be mentioned as a contribution : 

- In the proceedings under Art. 127, para. 2 of the Family Code a possibility should be 

provided for the court to ex officio initiate proceedings under Art. 133 of the Family Code, 

upon finding evidence of the presence of any of the prerequisites for restriction or deprivation 

of parental rights; 

- To create a rule regarding liability for legal costs in cases where the application for 

protection from domestic violence of the “group of vulnerable persons” has been withdrawn or 

rejected; 

- To add a new chapter to the Civil Procedure Code, dedicated to the contentious judicial 

administration, which would systematize the special rules of this procedure; 

- In order to avoid restrictive interpretation, de law ferenda the legislator should repeal 

the part in the text of Art. 59, para. 1 "from the marriage" and thus, without any doubt, the 

judicial practice will be unified in cases where in the divorce proceedings it is established that 

the spouses have a child born from their previous cohabitation; 

IV . Some notes can be made to the work submitted for review, which should 

rather be perceived not as a weakness, but as recommendations: 

 

1. In some places in the presentation, where opinions expressed in the theory on 

discussion issues are supported, the different understandings on the issue are not always 

presented and analyzed. When shaping the dissertation work as a monograph, these places 

should be supplemented and enriched. 

 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, it is necessary to conclude that the presented dissertation work 

meets the requirements of the Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic 

of Bulgaria, the Regulations for the Implementation of this Act and the special requirements of 

the Regulations on the Development of the Academic Staff of Burgas Free University. 

 The dissertation contains row scientific contributions with utility for practice and 

possibly improving legislation and also so demonstrates that Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva 

owns serious theoretical knowledge in the field of civil process , civil law and commercial law 

and the ability to independently scientific research . 

 All of the above gives me reason to give a positive assessment of the qualities of the 

reviewed work and the doctoral student, and to propose to the esteemed Scientific Jury to 

award the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in professional field 3.6. "Law" 

(Civil Procedure) to Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva - a full-time doctoral student at the Center 

for Legal Sciences of Burgas Free University. 

 

Burgas 

03.05.2026      Prepared the opinion:  

      Assoc. Prof. Dr. Krasimir Koev 


