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DEAR MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY, 

 

 

1. Candidate details 

 

The candidate Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva was born on 23.01.1997 and is a Master of Laws 

after completing higher legal education in the specialty "Law" at Sofia University "St. Kliment 

Ohridski" in 2021. In 2022, she was enrolled as a full-time doctoral student in a doctoral program in 

the professional field "3.6. Law" in the scientific specialty "Civil Process" at the Center for Legal 

Sciences at the Burgas Free University. In the period 2023 - 2024, she participated in scientific 

conferences of the Burgas Free University. She is the author of 5 scientific publications on the topic 

of the dissertation research. Since 2023, Teodora Deneva has held the position of "court assistant" at 

the Regional Court - Burgas. During the period 2022 - 2023, she held the position of "legal advisor" 

at notary Maria Bakardzhieva in the city of Nessebar. 

He has intermediate English skills and digital technology skills. 

During the period 2023-2025, she participated in mobility under the Erasmus+ program in 

Italy, Austria and Poland. 

The doctoral student has successfully completed his/her individual study plan, including 

passing the required doctoral exams. 

2. On the dissertation work 



 

2.1. Topic of the work 

2.1.1. Relevance of the topic 

The topic of the dissertation " Controversial Judicial Administration of Civil Relations " is 

definitely relevant, it fully corresponds to the drastically increased number of court proceedings on 

contentious judicial administration over the last decade, which also presupposes the need for more 

in-depth research on the chosen topic both from a theoretical (scientific) point of view and from a 

practical point of view. 

2.1.2. Uniqueness of the topic 

Bulgarian legal literature lacks a complete, independent and comprehensive study dedicated 

to the topic, which presupposes its definition as unique at the present time. 

2.2. Structure of work 

The dissertation has a total volume of 383 pages. Its content includes the following structural 

parts: List of abbreviations used, Introduction, three chapters, Conclusion and Bibliography, which 

includes 162 titles in Cyrillic, 18 titles in Latin, 193 court acts and 18 other sources. There are 860 

footnotes. 

2.3. Content of the work 

2.3.1. The abbreviations used in the study are correctly spelled out at the beginning of the 

paper. 

2.3.2. In the introductory part, the author has focused attention on the relevance of the 

chosen topic, the subject, the goal and objectives of the study, as well as the methods used. Attention 

is paid to the questions that are explored in each of the three chapters and to the conclusions presented 

in the conclusion. 

2.3.3. In Chapter One " Procedures on contentious judicial administration of civil relations. 

Comparison of proceedings on contentious judicial administration of civil relations with other 

proceedings ", the essence of the contentious judicial administration of civil relations is outlined, as 

the author has studied the place of this procedure in Bulgarian civil proceedings, outlining a dividing 

line between the different activities of the court: on the administration of justice and on 

administration. It is indicated that the proceedings on contentious judicial administration of civil 

relations are not an integral part of the civil process as the administration of justice, but represent  a 

lawful intervention of the authorized body, which takes place in a special procedure, considered in 

accordance with the procedure of civil proceedings. In addition, the doctoral student has also made a 

proposal for a "working definition" of the concept of contentious judicial administration of civil 

relations. A terminological distinction is made between separate concepts, such as "contentious" and 

"uncontested" jurisdiction, and a brief comparative analysis is made between the repealed and current 

legal framework of these concepts. The right to claim is distinguished from the right to request 

assistance from the court with a request for uncontested judicial administration, in which an analysis 

of the development of the judicial proceedings themselves is made, including with regard to the 

possibility of exercising instance control over it, as well as the duly legitimized parties and the ex 

officio principle for initiating the proceedings. The difference is indicated between the possibility of 

various procedural law institutes finding application in the proceedings on disputed judicial 

administration and the inapplicable rules for transferring disputed right, the figure of the assisting 

party, the issuance of atypical court decisions and the filing of a counterclaim. A negative answer is 

given to the question of the possibility of annulling the decisions that have entered into force, issued 

in the proceedings. A parallel analysis of the proceedings on disputed judicial administration of civil 

legal relations with other proceedings is also made. The main emphasis is placed on the similarities 



and differences with the general claim process. This chapter also includes a brief historical overview 

of the legal framework of civil proceedings in Bulgaria in the period from the Liberation (1878) to 

1990. 

The individual paragraphs in this chapter follow the classic approach of scientific research: 

outlining basic concepts, historical overview, essence of the issues under consideration, and 

comparison of the proceedings on contentious judicial administration of civil relations with other 

proceedings. The paragraphs are presented in a relatively balanced manner. 

In summary: in this part the research is in-depth. The author has substantiated his views and 

generally defended his theses with arguments, based on the historical development of the legal 

framework, as well as on the in-depth presentation of the prevailing available scientific literature, 

correctly cited, with his own original approach to the research. 

2.3.4. Chapter Two “ Proceedings on contentious judicial administration for the resolution 

of disputes in family law relations ” constitutes the main part of the study, insofar as it is dedicated 

to the most numerous group of proceedings – for the resolution of disputes in family law relations 

between parents in connection with the exercise of their parental functions, as well as conflicting 

issues concerning the rights of the child. In this chapter, the doctoral candidate highlights the problem 

of the best interests of the child and, in particular, its reflection in proceedings on contentious judicial 

administration of civil relations. Particular attention is paid to the right of the child to be heard in 

court proceedings as a necessary guarantee for the protection of his or her interests. 

The author has examined in detail the various hypotheses within the framework of the 

proceedings on a controversial judicial administration for resolving disputes in family law relations. 

Here too, a comparative historical analysis of the legal framework on the problems raised has been 

made. The scientific literature has been studied, as well as judicial practice, including the comparison 

and analysis of contradictions in practice, the domestic and international sources governing the matter 

have been presented, the doctoral student's own position has been expressed and he has built her own 

theses. 

2.3.5. In Chapter Three " Other cases of proceedings on contentious judicial administration 

of civil relations ", the author addresses the issues of contentious judicial administration under the 

Protection from Domestic Violence Act - the second large group of legal proceedings (after the first 

- for resolving disputes in family law relations between parents in connection with the exercise of 

their parental functions, as well as conflicting issues concerning the rights of the child, examined in 

Chapter Two of the dissertation). No less attention is paid to the opportunities provided by the law 

for judicial administration in the exercise of the rights of co-owners to manage their common property 

until the possible liquidation of the co-ownership in the case of co-ownership of real rights, with 

attention being focused on shared and unshared co-ownership. The competence of the Court to fill 

gaps in a contract and to adapt it to newly arising circumstances is examined. The measures that the 

Court orders in the special claim proceedings on collective claims are highlighted. 

This chapter also provides a detailed analysis of the historical development of the legal 

framework on the issue under consideration, and the case law is also indicated and analyzed. The 

author has argued his views and defended his theses on this basis. 

2.3.6. The Conclusion of the dissertation presents the results of the research conducted and 

summarizes the proposals made de lege ferenda. 

The doctoral student has made numerous proposals for changes in the legislation. Most of 

them are relevant, such as "to repeal the legal requirement provided for in the provision of Art. 59, 

para. 1 of the Family Code that children be "out of wedlock", i.e. born after the marriage and before 

its termination, in order to treat children - married and out of wedlock equally", "to expand the circle 



of persons authorized to refer a request to the court under Art. 127a, para. 2 of the Family Code - the 

child (in the absence of consent of both parents), as well as the persons caring for him; to provide for 

shorter procedural deadlines for considering the application and the court's ruling in the proceedings 

under Art. 127a, para. 2 of the Family Code", etc. The main proposal that I support is to add a new 

part to the Civil Procedure Code, dedicated to the controversial judicial administration, in which to 

systematize the special rules of the proceedings. 

2.3.7. The dissertation work ends with a Bibliography, which contains titles in Cyrillic, Latin, 

case law and other sources. 

 

3. The Abstract 

 

The submitted Abstract is 36 pages in total. It is consistent with the dissertation work and 

reflects its main points. Together with the other publications of the doctoral student, the Abstract 

justifies a conclusion about a sufficient number of publications on the topic of the dissertation.  

 

4. Recommendations 

 

Regardless of the overall positive assessment of the dissertation, some recommendations can 

be made. 

The First Chapter of the work could also include a subsequent period of the historical review 

of the legal framework on the subject under consideration, after 1990. 

The doctoral student could also supplement her research in light of recent legislative changes 

– especially in the Family Code. 

The "working definition" of the concept of contentious judicial administration of civil 

relations proposed in the same chapter could be reformulated by omitting the word "working". 

I also recommend the suggestions de lege ferenda should be reconsidered – especially in terms 

of the proposed deadlines, as well as with regard to the rights of non-emancipated parents, which in 

some cases could be contrary to the interests of the children. 

The researched literature could be supplemented with some more current titles, including by 

Bulgarian and foreign authors, which, given the complexity and wide spectrum of the hypotheses 

studied, have obviously remained out of the author's field of vision. 

After its successful defense, I recommend that the work be published, with the aim of 

enriching theory and practice, as it would be useful to a wide range of readers. 

 

5. Conclusion 

Based on the comprehensiveness and hence the complexity of the issues, the subject of the 

dissertation research, I find that the doctoral student has approached his research extremely seriously, 

thoroughly and responsibly. All elements of the scientific analysis have been taken into account and 

a sufficiently wide range of scientific methods have been used, which have led to the creation of a 

comprehensive work, unique in its nature and significant for Bulgarian legal theory, and not only 

because of the lack of a unified and in-depth study on the topic of labor to date. The dissertation work 

would also have a wide field of application with a view to unifying judicial practice in individual 

proceedings on controversial judicial administration of civil legal relations. 

The doctoral student has completed the tasks set for her to achieve the goal of the research. 

It is striking that the work reflects a deep insight and knowledge of the problems of practice, 

and without neglecting historical accumulations, a modern approach is proposed for resolving the 



various hypotheses in the examined legal proceedings, fully consistent with the new trends in the 

constantly developing Bulgarian legislation and judicial practice. 

The author has structured and summarized the problems concerning the proceedings 

examined, trying to achieve a balance, paying particular attention to each hypothesis he examined, 

without prioritizing any of them. 

The doctoral student emphasized that the dissertation does not claim to be exhaustive of all 

possible procedural situations of the matter under consideration, but she also appropriately pointed 

out that the work could be an occasion for opening a discussion in legal doctrine regarding the 

controversial judicial administration of civil relations and its place in contemporary Bulgarian civil 

procedure. 

The study, in view of the set goal and tasks for its achievement, has been completed. 

The content of the dissertation establishes scientific and applied results that represent an 

original contribution to science. 

The author demonstrates that she possesses in-depth theoretical knowledge in the relevant 

specialty and the ability to conduct independent scientific research. 

The dissertation " Controversial Judicial Administration of Civil Relations " complies with 

the requirements of the law. 

In view of the above and on the basis of Art. 6, para. 1 and 3 of The Act on the Development 

of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, I strongly recommend that the educational and 

scientific degree "Doctor" in Law be awarded to Teodora Zhelyazkova Deneva, as a person with 

an educational and qualification degree "Master", who meets the minimum national requirements 

under Art. 2b, para. 2 and 3 of The Act on the Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic 

of Bulgaria and whose dissertation work contains scientific and applied scientific results that 

represent an original contribution to science, as well as considering that the work shows that the 

candidate possesses in-depth theoretical knowledge in the specialty of the doctoral program "Civil 

Process" in the Faculty of Law "3.6. Law" and abilities for independent scientific research. 

 

                                                            

RESPECTFULLY: 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Maria P. Petrova 


