Review

by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petar Georgiev Bonchovski

Associate Professor of Civil Procedure at the Institute for State and Law at the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences and lecturer in Civil Procedural Law at "Neofit Rilski" South-West
University, member of the Scientific Jury appointed by Order UMO 39 of 10.10.2025 of the
Rector of Burgas Free University, Prof. Dr. Milen Baltov.

In connection with the open procedure for the defense of a dissertation for the acquisition of
the educational and scientific degree "Doctor” by Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski, a part-time
PhD student at Burgas Free University, Center for Legal Sciences, in the doctoral program
"Civil Procedure", in professional field 3.6. Law on the topic: " Assistance and Control of the
State Court in Arbitration Proceedings".

Scientific Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Silvi Chernev

1. The Procedure

1.1. No violations of the legislative requirements have been established: the relevant provisions
of the ZRASRB (Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria), the
Regulations for the Application of the ZRASRB, and the Regulations for the Development of
Academic Staff of Burgas Free University. 1.2. The draft dissertation was submitted within the
corresponding deadline. The volume of the submitted file is 324 standard typewritten pages.
The PhD student has presented five publications on the dissertation topic in scientific journals.
They also presented one article not related to the topic. They presented an abstract in Bulgarian.
1.3. The PhD student has been dismissed with the right to defense and with a decision of the
Scientific Council of Burgas Free University for initiating the procedure for the defense of the
dissertation. 1.4. 1 am not aware of and find no data on plagiarism. The PhD student has also
submitted a declaration of originality.

2. Regarding the PhD Student

2.1. |1 do not know the PhD student and have no personal impressions. 2.2. It can be noted,
based on the dissertation, that the PhD student has sufficiently developed habits and the ability
to work with the law, case law, and scientific publications as means of interpreting and
understanding the legislation. 2.3. From the submitted text, it can also be concluded that the
PhD student handles the legislation in the field of civil procedure and arbitration of private law
disputes acceptably fluently and has the ability to present various practical hypotheses. 2.4.
These two points are certainly a necessary minimum and completely in favor of the dissertation.
The style is unclear and scattered, which is not necessarily a drawback from the point of view
of the research, but could be reconsidered for potential publications aimed at a wider audience.

3. Conceptual Apparatus. Citations

3.1. The dissertation appropriately uses an adequate legal linguistic apparatus. The terminology
used is generally consistent with generally accepted requirements. The PhD student strives to
express the different nuances of legal phenomena. 3.2. The citations are appropriate and were
not made for their own sake. A sufficient scientific apparatus from national (29 titles in



Bulgarian) and foreign authors (34 titles in Latin script) was used. 36 internet sources were
also used. An index of the utilized court decisions is also attached.

4. Analysis of the Dissertation's Qualities

4.1. For the purposes of the defense procedure, it can be noted that the research is the first of
its kind. The choice of topic presupposes a classic monographic significance with the presence
of a clearly expressed unified semantic and theoretical center. The formulation of the topic is
appropriate. The presented work is 324 pages long, which is far beyond the legislative
requirement for a monograph. The necessary scientific apparatus was also used. 4.2. The
dissertation author has set the goal of comprehensively studying the interaction and control of
the state court and arbitration in private law disputes. The problems associated with such a
study are current due to the fragmented and contradictory regulation (especially before the last
amendments to the IMAT, now the Arbitration Law) and the contradictory, including often
unacceptable, practice based on it , despite the simultaneous existence of serious practical
problems related to the possibilities for the dishonest use of arbitration proceedings as a way
to resolve civil disputes in a broad sense and the extremely negative results of this for certain
circles of debtors, with a negative resonance in society as a whole. 4.3. At the same time,
targeted studies are lacking (with very few exceptions). Therefore, such a study would be
beneficial both for legal science and from the point of view of understanding legislative texts
and resolving specific problems in practice. 4.4. The work is appropriately divided into an
introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion. The first part is historical, researching the
emergence of arbitration as an alternative to state justice for resolving private law disputes of
a property nature. The goal is to establish and distinguish the forms of interference in arbitration
proceedings by ancient state formations — through a state court or other state bodies. To achieve
this goal, historical and legal information about state formations from Antiquity, the Middle
Ages, the Renaissance, and the period from the 17th to the 20th century are examined and
analyzed. 4.5. The second part examines the assistance and control of the state court in
arbitration proceedings, researching the necessity of state intervention, its legal grounds, and
the sources regulating the functions of assistance and control. The functions of assistance and
control of the state court are outlined and distinguished in the regulatory framework, and a
detailed comparative legal analysis is also presented. 4.6. Definitions of assistance and control
in arbitration proceedings have been developed and provided. A classification of the functions
of assistance and control of the state court in arbitration proceedings has been performed, and
the stages in the arbitration proceedings where the state court manifests its functions of
assistance and control have been examined in detail. The interrelationship and interdependence
of the two functions of the state court in arbitration proceedings have been studied. The analysis
of the legal norms regulating arbitration further distinguishes special and mixed forms of
assistance and control of the state court in arbitration proceedings. 4.7. A detailed review is
given of a special form of control in arbitration proceedings, carried out by an administrative
body, through which the state manifests its sovereignty in arbitration. 4.8. Conclusions and
proposals for changes in the legislation have been made, which correspond to the results of the
analysis of the regulation. 4.9. The approach to the research is acceptable. It is also in tune with
the established approach to writing doctoral theses, traditionally including a historical and
comparative legal part. Such analyses are desirable given the sought-after universality of the
topic and the existence of advanced global models. Also, the modern trend in science is towards
interdisciplinarity. 4.10. In light of this, it can be accepted that the possible hypotheses have
been generally exhausted , and the arguments in support of the PhD student's views and
conclusions are sufficiently reasoned and detailed. In the analysis and argumentation, a balance
of interests of all affected interests has been sought. This starting point is successfully applied.



Gross unsubstantiated contradictions with what is established in legal science are not observed.
4.11. The proposals de lege ferenda are acceptable.

5. Notes

5.1. The author falls into unnecessary details. The legal-historical part is too extensive, without
it being necessarily in direct connection with the goals of the research. | make this note only in
connection with the need for scientific editing, should publication be planned. 5.2. The issue
regarding the extremely liberal regime in the Republic of Bulgaria for attaching public law
consequences, as well as its possible differentiation with a view to preventing dishonest
practices, has not been raised and analyzed.

6. Conclusion

As | pointed out, the research is the first in volume and with the value of a monograph. This in
itself is a scientific contribution. Furthermore, the PhD student has not merely limited
themselves to a text that is primarily of commentary value. At the same time, the current
provisions with which a comparison has been made are poorly and fragmentarily formulated.
This suggests a wide creative opportunity for scientific research and proposals for changes in
the legislation.

Considering the above, | believe that the dissertation, in accordance with the requirements of
the Law on the Development of Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, testifies to the
minimally necessary theoretical knowledge of the candidate in the respective scientific
specialty , accompanied by sufficient ability for independent scientific research and their
relatively clear expression in a text that meets the requirements for a dissertation for the
acquisition of the scientific and educational degree "Doctor" according to contemporary
standards and practices in the field of law.

| generally share the scientific contributions defined in the abstract, and | find the de lege
ferenda proposals to be appropriate in principle. Therefore, the dissertation project possesses
the necessary qualities and scientific merits of a doctoral dissertation for the acquisition of the
educational and scientific degree "Doctor".

The findings made are grounds for me to propose to the members of the Scientific Jury, in my
capacity as a reviewer, to declare the dissertation of Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski on the topic
"Assistance and Control of the State Court in Arbitration Proceedings™ as successfully
defended for the acquisition of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" in the doctoral
program "Civil Procedure”, in professional field 3.6. "Law", scientific specialty "Civil
Procedure".

Sofia, 10.12.2023 ..o /Assoc. Prof. Dr. P. Bonchovski/



