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DEAR MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY,

Martin Strandzhanski has submitted a dissertation for defense on the topic
"Assistance and control by the state court in arbitration proceedings".

The candidate was born on March 7, 1979, in Burgas. In 2008, he successfully
passed state exams and the legal capacity exam. In 2018, he was enrolled as a part-
time doctoral student in the doctoral program in Civil Procedure at the Center for
Legal Sciences at Burgas Free University. In the period 2018-2025, he participated
in scientific conferences at BSU. He has realized 5 scientific publications on the topic
of the dissertation research.

In 2008-2009, the colleague held the position of legal counsel and office coordinator
at the commercial company "ANDREKS" Ltd.. In 2011-2015, Mr. Strandzhanski was
a member of the Municipal Election Commission (OIK) in Kameno, Burgas region. In
the period 2012-2013, he was a legal counsel at RIOSV-Burgas (Regional
Inspectorate of Environment and Water - Burgas). In 2013-2015, the candidate was
an assistant in a law office. In 2019-2020, he was a legal counsel at the commercial
company "BULGARIAN PROPERTY MANAGEMENT" Ltd.. From 2022 to 2023, he
was engaged as a legal counsel at the commercial company "A SD" Ltd.. From 2024
until June 2025, the colleague worked as a legal counsel at the commercial company
"CHAPRAZLIEV AND PARTNERS" Ltd..

1.

Content of the Work
The dissertation has a total volume of 324 pages. Its content includes: Introduction,
three chapters, and a list of abbreviations used. There are 209 footnotes.

2.
On the Topic of the Dissertation Research



The chosen topic is current (relevant) and, in this sense, reveals broad opportunities
for scientific research on a rich palette of legal issues that seek their solution.

3.
On the Content of the Work

3.1. Introduction

In the introductory part, the author outlined the relevance of the chosen topic, and
correctly indicated the research goal and task. The general and special scientific
methods used are specified. Additionally, it touches upon cases of interference in
arbitration proceedings by executive power bodies (p.17).

3.2. Chapter One

Chapter one examines the historical emergence and development of arbitration. The
development of arbitration is outlined from Ancient Israel, the Hebrew Kingdom,;
Hellas; Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance era, up to the 20th century. From
the analysis of numerous writings (for example, "The Role of Arbitration in Dispute
Resolution in Iceland 1000-1300 AD" by Prof. Jon Vidar Sigurdsson), codifications
(for example, the Icelandic Legal Code "Gragas" and Lex Mercatoria), cultural
monuments, and others, the author deduces his main thesis, which runs as a
common thread through the research in this chapter — the existence of arbitration
forms for resolving private law disputes during different historical periods.

For example, after a review of the Twelve Tables, the conclusion is formulated that
"even at its very beginning, Roman jurisprudence was familiar with arbitration, albeit
in a rudimentary form, compared to the modern understanding of private law
arbitration” (p.80). | believe that the research from page 100 to page 104 is of
particular interest. The English Arbitration Act, adopted in 1698, is reviewed. In this
regard, the author reaches the reasoned conclusion that "the law, for the first time in
the historical development of arbitration up to the 17th century, introduces a
regulation that governs the intervention of the state in arbitration proceedings,
through the royal courts” (p.101). In the same vein, relevant emphasis is placed on
the English Arbitration Act of 1889. It is stated that this normative act "completely
changes the regulation of arbitration, especially regarding the powers of the state
court and its functions of assistance and control in arbitration proceedings" (p.107).

In summary, | can confidently emphasize that the research in this part is in-
depth. The author's theses are substantiated. An impressive number of legal and
historical sources are reviewed, based on which legal conclusions are formulated,
which generally do not raise doubts. In this sense, | would say that the entire
Chapter One meets the criteria for scientific contribution — it enriches legal
knowledge of arbitration in historical terms.

3.3. Chapter Two



The research in Chapter Two is the core of the dissertation (especially p.121 et
seq.). The author uses the concept of "sovereignty" as a basis for analysis. From this
perspective, an answer is given to the question: Where does the judicial power of
arbitration originate? (p.127) . In this sense, it is relevantly stated that in arbitration
proceedings, the need often arises for procedural actions such as: imposing
precautionary measures, securing evidence, setting aside arbitral awards, and so
on. It is emphasized that these examples of actions are performed within the
framework of sovereign state jurisdiction — they fall within the sphere of exercising
state sovereignty. The argumentation in this regard is supported by reference to

Art. 16 IMTA (now the Law on Arbitration, State Gazette, issue 63/25).

Furthermore, the regulation governing the recognition, permission, and enforcement
of arbitral awards is reviewed. Comparative norms from foreign laws are mentioned
— for example, the Canadian Commercial Arbitration Act of 1986 (p.130-131). In
connection with the analysis on p.146-147, | share the conclusion that the Bulgarian
legislator is inconsistent in the regulation of Art. 17, para. 2 IMTA.

On p.151 et seq., the regulated cases/forms of assistance from the state court in
arbitration proceedings are examined in detail and consistently (Art. 9, Art. 37, Art.
48, para. 2, Art. 49, Art. 51, para. 1 IMTA). The so-called "mixed" form of assistance
under the procedure of Art. 51 IMTA is relevantly pointed out (I note that the analysis
was made before the amendment according to State Gazette, issue 63/25).

| support the critical remarks regarding the requirement for 8 years of professional
experience for a natural person who can be elected as an arbitrator within the
meaning of Art. 11, para. 3 IMTA (p.185-186) and the comparative legal analysis in
this direction. | also share the conclusion formulated on p.226. The author states that
the legislator in Art. 12 IMTA has regulated a two-phase procedure for the
constitution of the arbitration body: the first phase is the appointment of one
arbitrator by each of the parties, and the second phase is the appointment of a third
arbitrator by the two already elected arbitrators.

In general, | find the author's theses, developed in connection with the control
functions under the procedure of Art. 405, para. 5 Civil Procedure Code (CPC), to be
relevant (I note that the analysis was made before the amendment according to
State Gazette, issue 63/25). The procedure for issuing a writ of execution is defined
as two-phase, insofar as the issuance of the writ of execution follows the phase of
checking its validity.

| also highly evaluate the research regarding administrative control over arbitration —
although at first glance it seems to go beyond the topic of the dissertation (p.241 et
seq.). It is justifiably maintained that administrative control can be defined as general
— carried out for overall compliance with the special IMTA by arbitrators and
arbitration bodies, and special — carried out with a view to complying with the
prohibition on the non-arbitrability of disputes where one party is a consumer within
the meaning of the special Consumer Protection Law (p. 242). In this regard, it is
relevantly pointed out that this control can be carried out at any time — before the
commencement of arbitration proceedings, during arbitration proceedings, or after
their completion. Moreover, the check may not be related to a specific arbitration
case, but may be general — for example, ongoing (p.243). On the other hand, the
author suggests that administrative control can have an adverse effect on arbitration



proceedings — for example, on the arbitral judges, by questioning or jeopardizing the
impartiality and independence required of them (p. 246-247).

3.4. Chapter Three

In Chapter Three, Mr. Strandzhanski preferred to state the general conclusions from
the research and to formulate a conclusion. In the same chapter, a systematization
of the formulated de lege ferenda proposals is made, outlining the character of every
dissertation research. The research begins by highlighting the well-known
advantages of arbitration over the system of state courts. The author's theses and
the conclusions drawn are substantiated. For example, the position that since the
state legislatively allows for justice that is alternative to state justice, for the
establishment and functioning of which the contractual principle is fundamental,
there is a need to maintain such a balance so as not to limit the contractual freedom
of the parties (p. 290-291). Numerous comparative examples from foreign
legislations regulating the requirements for performing the functions of an arbitrator
are provided (the Commercial Arbitration Law of Canada, the Arbitration Act of
Scotland, the Arbitration Act of Sweden, etc.).

In this part of the work, the most important scientific and applied significance lies in
the systematization of the formulated de lege ferenda proposals (p. 304 et seq.). |
find the proposals to be relevant, with the exception of one concerning the norm of
Art. 11, para. 2 of the Law on Arbitration (LA).

The bibliography lists 63 units in Bulgarian and English, and 25 internet sources.

4,
Critical Remarks and Recommendations

e 4.1. The individual chapters of the dissertation do not have specific titles — for
example, Chapter One could be subtitled "Historical Emergence and
Development of Arbitration”.

e 4.2. The analysis in Chapter One and Chapter Two begins with a "definition”
of arbitration. If a definition of arbitration is to be formulated, it should be
derived after the relevant analysis, not before it.

e 4.3. The numbering of the individual paragraphs is inconsistent — for example,
Chapter Two, after the first paragraph in font I, begins with par. 2 "Assistance
and control...." It is not clear where par. 1 is.

e 4.4 In my opinion, the comparative legal analysis should be implemented in
the individual paragraphs, and not as a separate paragraph, which leads to
repetitions.

e 4.5, The analysis regarding control by administrative bodies in arbitration
proceedings should be set out in a separate Chapter Three.

e 4.6. It would be much better if the scientific conclusions and the formulated de
lege ferenda proposals were situated in a separate concluding part
(Conclusion). In this sense, the scientific novelty and practical significance of
the work should ideally be part of the introduction, and not the conclusion.



e 4.7.1recommend that the author reconsider the proposal for an amendment
to Art. 11, para. 2 of the Law on Arbitration — that a stateless natural person
may be an arbitrator.

e 4.8.1find the inclusion of case law in the bibliography to be quite
inappropriate. Its place is in the main content, including in the footnotes.

5. The Presented Abstract

The presented abstract, with a total volume of 41 pages, is consistent with the
dissertation and correctly reflects its main provisions.

CONCLUSION

| acknowledge the complexity of the issues subject to the dissertation research , as
well as the different, sometimes completely mutually exclusive opinions in the
researched area of legal knowledge.

The researched problem is significant in scientific and scientific-applied terms. The
goals and tasks of the dissertation are accurately formulated. The author knows the
research problem in depth. A theoretical model of the research has been developed,
which is fully substantiated. The methodology of the research corresponds to the set
goal and tasks of the dissertation.

In this sense, my overall assessment of the dissertation is positive. The research is
complete. Its goal and task have been fully realized. The theses maintained by the
author are substantiated. Individual parts of the work have a pronounced scientific-
applied nature. Others have a strong theoretical character with features of original
theoretical generalizations. The author demonstrates a very good knowledge of the
case law on the topic.

The content of the dissertation establishes scientific and applied results that
represent an original contribution to science. Mr. Strandzhanski shows that he
possesses profound theoretical knowledge in the relevant specialty and the ability for
independent scientific research.

The dissertation "Assistance and control by the state court in arbitration
proceedings" complies with the requirements of the law. In this sense, | confidently
recommend that Martin Nikolov Strandzhanski be awarded the educational and
scientific degree of "Doctor" of Law.

Respectfully: /Prof. Grozdanov/



